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Featherquest Goldens over the Years

It may seem hard to believe today, but
Golden Retrievers, who were developed in
England, were almost unknown in North
America before 1930. This noble breed won
quick acceptance for its companionability,
loyalty and skill in retrieving water fowl and
upland game. Indeed, it was Mark’s love of duck
hunting that led him to take a chance on a
Golden Retriever puppy he heard about at Hank
Christian’s Goldwood Kennel in White Bear
Lake, Minnesota.

I'll never forget the sight of Toby, this
rich, brown, eight-week-old puppy on the front
seat of his car as Mark drove into the yard in
Lexington one day in 1941. This was Mark’s way
of trying to fill the emptiness left by the loss of
Tedo. It was a complete surprise for me and we
never regretted Mark’s choice. Toby did more
than fill a void. In 1945, he, along with Chip, laid
the foundation for our own kennel,
Featherquest. Goldwood Toby became the
springboard of my half-century of adventures in
the world of dogs — training, breeding, research,
lecturing, and, of course, enjoying the
companionship of wonderful dogs and making
countless friends.

Over the years I witnessed changes in
type as Goldens grew in popularity. From
darker, leaner working field dogs to lighter,
more compact show dogs. I need only to look
over photographs of my own favorite Goldens to
see the variance in my own kennel. Goldwood
Toby was an apt pupil in obedience training as a
puppy and quickly showed promise for
competition. He entered his first dog show in
Massachusetts shortly before we moved to
Indiana, winning best of breed over prominent
local entries.

Spurred by Toby’s promise, I soon joined
theIndianapolis Obedience Training Club and
met other dog enthusiasts — a welcome social
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link during our somewhat isolating years there.
As the first Golden in Indianapolis, Toby stirred
considerable interest. That was no trouble for
this fine dog since he was full of showmanship,
loved to play to the gallery and made the most of
each triumph.

Civic groups began to ask me to give
obedience demonstrations and I remember one
in particular that we gave to the local chapter of
the American Association of University Women.
Toby promptly did all I asked of him — coming
when called, heeling by my side without a leash,
sitting and lying down. I even had him retrieve a
raw egg without breaking it. To further show the
gentleness of his mouth, he picked up a live duck
at my direction and carried it without ruffling
the feathers. Toby also vocalized on command
(but without barking) once, twice or three times
— not an easy thing to teach a quiet dog.

His best “parlor trick” was fetching the
letters of his name from 26 alphabet blocks
strewn randomly on the floor. This was not a
game of canine Scrabble, but to demonstrate his
acute scent discrimination. One person would
put down the letter blocks from which the four
containing the letters of his name would be
brought to me. I would then rub my hands on
them, and my helper would toss them at random
in the pile on the floor. At the command, “go
find,” Toby would sniff among the letter blocks
and, invariably, bring me the four letters of his
name, one at a time. His spelling was not perfect,
but the audience was astounded.
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